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19 September 2012 

Invitation to appear before the Scottish Parliament’s Welfare Reform Committee 

Dear Secretary of State,  
 
On behalf of the Welfare Reform Committee at the Scottish Parliament I would like to 
extend an invitation to you to appear before the Committee at a suitable date in the 
future. The purpose of this invitation to appear at a meeting of the Committee would 
be to seek further information on the Welfare Reform Act 2012. 
 
The Committee has discussed these issues with the Minister for Welfare Reform, 
Lord Freud, at an informal meeting in the Scottish Parliament in the summer and was 
keen to hear more from him in the surroundings of a formal meeting of the Welfare 
Reform Committee. The Committee offered Lord Freud a range of dates to appear 
before it in order to remain as flexible as possible with his schedule, but was 
disappointed to receive correspondence from his office that he would unfortunately 
not be accepting the invitation to come before it. 
 
The Committee was pleased to note that in an exchange in the House of Commons 
on 11 September with Dr Eilidh Whiteford MP, that you were happy to offer a 
guarantee that engagement with the devolved administrations was something to 
which you were committed, following her comment that this Committee had 
expressed its concern over the lack of substance in any engagement it has had with 
UK Ministers. With this gesture of an intention to positively engage with the other 
administrations, the Committee would be happy to welcome you at a time which is 
most suitable for you. 
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I look forward to your response and hope that you will accept this invitation. Should 
you accept this offer then the Committee clerks will be in touch to offer a range of 
possible dates. 
 
 
Yours sincerely 

 
MICHAEL MCMAHON MSP 
CONVENER 
 


